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IN THE CLAIM$; 

The status and content of each claim follows 

1 . (currently anjended) A method of using a printing device consumable, said 
method comprising 

storing an identification key in a memory affixed to said printing device consumable, 
receiving said identification key in a printing device and 

accepting said printing device consumable for use in said printing device only if said 
identification key identifies a compatible printing device consumable, 

wherein said accepting said printing device consxunable comprises unlocking a locked 
locking mechanism that, when locked, disables either said printing device consumable or said 
printing devic e; and 

jurtber comprising uploading an identi jBcation interface from said memory to said 
memory of said printing devic e and receiymg said identification kev through said 
identification interface, 

2. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein receiving comprises uploading 
said identification key from said memory to a memory of said printing device. 

3. (cancelled) 

4. (currently amended) A method for v^fying a printing device consumable, 
said method comprising: 

storing an identification key on a printing device consumable memory; 
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interfacing said mcmoiy with said printing device; 
verifying said printing de\nce consumable for use v^ith said printing device based on 
said identification key; and 

disengaging a locking mechanism that selectively disables said printing device upon 
verification of said identification key: 

wherein said printing de^dce periodically reengages said locking mechanism prior to 
re-verijfying said identification ke y: and 

fVrtl^^r Qon^prisinft reengaging said l ocking mechanism after a specific period of time 
after a previous verification of said p rinting device consumahle . 

5. (original) The method of claim 4, further comprising uploading said 
jdemification key from said memory to a printing device memory, 

6. (original) The method of claim 5. further comprising verifying said 
identification key on said printing device. 

7. (original) The method of claim 6, wherein said verifying said 
identification key comprises; 

checking sajd identification key against a list of authorized keys for said printing 
device; and 

enabling use of said printing device consumable by said printing device if said 
consumable is compatible with said printing device. 
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8. (original) The method of claim 7, further comprising storing said list of 
authorized k&ys on said printing device memor>\ 

9. (original) The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

uploading an identification interface from said memor>' to said printing device: and 
accessing said identification key on said memory thjx)ugh said identification interface. 

1 0. (original) The method of claim 9, further comprising verifying said 
identification key on said printing device. 



• 11. (previously presented) The method of claim 6, wherein said verifying said' 
•identification key comprises: 

checking said identification key against a list of authorized keys for said printing 
device: and 

enabling use of said printing device consumable by said printing device if said 
consumable is compatible with said printing device. 

1 2. (original) The method of claim 9, wherein said printing device 
consumable is inoperable in said printing device imtil said identification key has been 
verified. 

1 3. (original) The method of claim 9s wherein said consumable is locked with 
a locking mechanism and the method further comprising unlocking said locking mechanism 
after said identification key has been verified. 
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1 4. (original) The method of claim 13, wherein said unlocking comprises 
receiving a control signal to unlock said locking tnechanisra from a printing device controller. 

15-2L (cancelled) 

22. (previously presented) A consumable for use witli a printins device, said 
consumable comprising: 

a printing device consumable; 

a memory coupled to said printing device consumable storing an identification key for 
identifying said printing device .consumable with respect to said printing device; and 

a locking mechanism on said printing device consumable that renders said printing 
device consumable unusable until disengaged in response to verification based on said 
identification key. 

23- (original) The consumable of claim 22, further comprising a wireless 
interface communicatively coupled to said meinor>» through which said consumable can 
communicate with said printing device. 

24. (original) The consumable of claim 22 further comprising a wired 
interface communicatively coupled to said memory through which said consumable can 
communicate with said printing device. 
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25. (original) Tlie consumable of claim 22, ftuther comprising an 
identification ioterface stored on said memory, wJiich allows access and use of said 
identification key on said memoiy. 

26-48. (cancelled) 

49. (previously presented) The method of claim I , wherein said locking 
mechanism comprises a mechanical locking mechanism and unlocking said locking 
mechanism comprises disengaging said mechanical locking mechanism. 

. : 50. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein said lockmg 
. r Tpechariism comprises an ekqtrqriiic lockixig rnechanism and unlocking said locking • 
mechanism comprises disabling said electronic locking mechanism. 

5 1 . (previously presented) Tine method of claim 4, wherein said locking 
mechanism comprises a mechanical locking mechanism and disengaging said locking 
mechanism comprises physically disengaging said mechanical locking mechanism. 

52. (previously presented) The method of claim 4, wherein said locking 
mechanism comprises an electronic locking mechanism and disengaging said locking 
mechanism comprises disabling said electronic locking mechanism with a control signal. 



53 . (previously presented) The method of claim 4, further comprising reengaging 
said locking mechanism whenever said printing device is powered up. 
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54. (currently amended) A method for verifying a printing device consumable, 
said method comnrisinp: 

storin£! an identification key on a printing device consumable memorv: 

interfacing said memory with said printing device; 

verifying said printintz device consumable for use vAth 5^aid printing device based on 
said identification kev: and 

disengaging a loc king mechanism that selectively disables said printing device upon 
verification of said identification kev: 

v^herein said printing device pe riodically reengages said locking mechanism prior to 
re-verifvdng said identification kev: and 
V ' ■ The xncthod.pf olciim 1, . further; comprising reengaging said locking mechanism 

whenever said priming device receives a new printing device consumable. 

55. (cuirently amended)- A method for verifying a prmtinc device consumable- 
said metho d comprising: • ' 

storing an identijBcation kev on a printing device consumal^Ie memon^: 
interfacing said memon^ with said printing device; 

verifying said priuating device consumable f or U3e with said printing device based on 
said identification kev: and 

disengaging a locking mechanism that selectively disables said priming dCA^ice unon 
yerificaiion of said identification ke\-: 

wherein said printing device peri odically reengages said locking mechanism prior to 
. re -verifying said identification kev: and 
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Th e m e thod of claim ^, farther comprising reengaging said locking iTaechanisni 
whenever said printing device completes a print job. 

56. (currently amended.) A method for verifying a printing device consntnahlp^ 
said method comprising: 

stonng an identification k ev on a printing device consumable memory: 
interfacing said memory with said priming device: 

verifying said orintin g device consmnabie for use with said printing device based on 
said ideptification kev: and 

disengaging a locki ng mechanism that selectively disables said printing device upgn 
verification of said identification kev: 

- ' ; wherein said printing device peri odicaliv re engages said locking mechanism prij^j -^ 
re-verifving said identifi catiop kev: and 

ThQ method of claim A. farther comprising reengaging said locking mechanism 
whenever said printing device has printed a specific number of pages 

57. (cancelled) 
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